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THE UNFINISHED TASK 



INTRODUCTION: 

Easy Phase 
(Honeymoon 

Stage) 

Difficult Phase 
(Obscurity 

 Stage) 

Impossible 
Phase  

(Reality Stage) 



I. THE HONEYMOON STAGE 

Acts 9:19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At 
once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the 
Son of God. 
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I. THE HONEYMOON STAGE 

Acts 9:19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At 
once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the 
Son of God. 

Acts 9:22  Yet Saul grew more and 
more powerful and baffled the 
Jews living in Damascus by 
proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 



II. OPERATION OBSCURITY 

Gal 1:15 But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s 
womb and called me by his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal 
his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, 
my immediate response was not to consult any human being. 
17a I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were 
apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia. 



II. OPERATION OBSCURITY 

“Every man He has used has had a course in the university 
of Arabia, a wilderness training. Joseph, Moses, Elijah, 
Daniel and his friends, John the Baptist, Paul, even the 
divine Son Himself. But the fees are large, the course 
severely high, the discipline exacting, and many don't keep 
it up but drop out.” 

Samuel Dickey Gordon 



II. OPERATION OBSCURITY 

“The marked results are broad perspective, steady nerves, 
keen eyesight and insight. There come utter dependence 
on God, utter independence of man, childlike simplicity, 
warm sympathy and deep humility. But the highest degree 
goes to patience, the rarest trait of all, most God like, 
hardest and longest to acquire. God has no short cuts in 
His training.” 

Samuel Dickey Gordon 



III. REENTRY TO REALISM 

A) The Damascus Jews 
Acts 9:23 After many days had gone by, there was a 
conspiracy among the Jews to kill him, 24but Saul learned of 
their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city 
gates in order to kill him.  

2 Cor 11:32 In Damascus the governor under King 
Aretas had the city of the Damascenes guarded 
in order to arrest me. 

Acts 9:25 his followers took him by night and 
lowered him in a basket through an opening in 
the wall. 



III. REENTRY TO REALISM 

B) The Jerusalem Disciples 
Acts 9:26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the 
disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that 
he really was a disciple. 



III. REENTRY TO REALISM 

B) The Jerusalem Disciples 
Acts 9:27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the 
apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen 
the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in 
Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 
28 So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in 
Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 



III. REENTRY TO REALISM 

C) The Hellenistic Jews 
Acts 9:29 He talked and debated with the 
Hellenistic Jews, but they tried to kill 
him. 



III. REENTRY TO REALISM 

D) The Church 
Acts 9:31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and 
Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was strengthened. 
Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy 
Spirit, it increased in numbers. 



Saul learned two principles from which we, too, can profit from 
these stages of Christian experience. 

CONCLUSION:      
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1. What was your experience like in the first year of your conversion?  

3. What are some obstacles or problems that confront you after the 
honeymoon stage of your Christian experience?   

5. What are some rejections you face in this stage of reentry to realism 
of your life? 

CG DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

2. What are some of those experiences you remembered and enjoyed 
in this honeymoon stage? 

4. What are some desert experiences in your life?  Looking back, how 
does this period of your experience help you walk closer with God? 


