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INTRODUCTION: 



INTRODUCTION: 

"But don't you think...?"  

"Have you considered...?"  

"Well, I would never...!" 



INTRODUCTION: 

It is not the critic who counts; not the man who 
points out how the strong man stumbles, or where 
the doer of deeds could have done them better. The 
credit belongs to the man who is actually in the 
arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and 
blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, and comes 
short again and again, because there is no effort 
without error and shortcoming; but who does 
actually strive to do the deeds; who knows the great 
enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends 
himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in 
the end the triumph of high achievement, and who 
at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring 
greatly. 



I. FACTS ABOUT CRITICISM WE MUST REMEMBER 



II. AREAS OF CRITICISM LEVELED AGAINST PAUL 

2 Cor 10:1 By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I 
appeal to you — I, Paul, who am “timid” when face 
to face with you, but “bold” toward you when 
away! 



II. AREAS OF CRITICISM LEVELED AGAINST PAUL 

2 Cor 10:8 So even if I boast somewhat freely about 
the authority the Lord gave us for building you up 
rather than tearing you down, I will not be 
ashamed of it. 



II. AREAS OF CRITICISM LEVELED AGAINST PAUL 

2 Cor 10:10 "He sounds big, but it's all noise. When he 
gets here you will see that there is nothing great 
about him, and you have never heard a worse 
preacher!"  

I Sam. 16:7b God sees not as man sees, for 
man looks at the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks at the heart.  



III. FOUR THOUGHTFUL RESPONSES TO CRITICISM 

2 Cor 10:7a You are judging by appearances. 



III. FOUR THOUGHTFUL RESPONSES TO CRITICISM 

2 Cor 10:8 So even if I boast somewhat freely about 
the authority the Lord gave us for building you up 
rather than tearing you down, I will not be ashamed 
of it.  9 I do not want to seem to be trying to 
frighten you with my letters. 



III. FOUR THOUGHTFUL RESPONSES TO CRITICISM 

2 Cor 10:11 Such people should realize that what we are in our 
letters when we are absent, we will be in our actions when 
we are present.  12 We do not dare to classify or compare 
ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they 
measure themselves by themselves and compare 
themselves with themselves, they are not wise. 



III. FOUR THOUGHTFUL RESPONSES TO CRITICISM 

2 Cor 10:13 We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but 
will confine our boasting to the sphere of service God himself 
has assigned to us, a sphere that also includes you.  14 We are 
not going too far in our boasting, as would be the case if we 
had not come to you, for we did get as far as you with the 
gospel of Christ.    



III. FOUR THOUGHTFUL RESPONSES TO CRITICISM 

2 Cor 10:15 Neither do we go beyond our limits by boasting of 
work done by others. Our hope is that, as your faith continues 
to grow, our sphere of activity among you will greatly expand, 
16 so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. 
For we do not want to boast about work already done in 
someone else’s territory. 



Let's take a look at three suggestions to help give us staying 
power when dealing with criticism. 

CONCLUSION:      
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1. Have you ever been criticize by someone and you feel very upset 
about it?  Share from your personal experiences. 

2. How do you personally deal with criticism in the past?  

3. What are some areas of criticism that Paul has to confront? 

4. How did Paul respond to their criticism?  

CG DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

5. How did Paul deal with criticism that cannot be resolved? 


