
Hebrews 2:1-18 



Sermon Outline 

I – INTRODUCTION 
1. WHAT IS CNY ABOUT 

2. WHAT IS HEBREWS ABOUT – ______________________ 



A. A time to honor deities as well as ancestors. 
B. Welcoming a year of good fortune (clean house, red color 

paper-cuts of "good fortune" or "happiness", "wealth", 
and "longevity“) & blessings 

C. A time for family reunion (or catching up with friends) 
D. I’m Chinese & it’s a cool festive heritage - lighting 

firecrackers and giving money in red paper envelopes. 
E. Holiday, no need to work. 
F. A chance to visit tourist destinations 
G. A chore; traditions that are no longer relevant 

WHAT IS CHINESE NEW YEAR ABOUT? 



WHAT IS THE BOOK OF HEBREWS ABOUT? 

THE BOOK OF HEBREWS IS ABOUT THE SON, 
JESUS CHRIST (Heb 1:1-3) 

CHRISTOLOGY 



JESUS CHRIST IS … 
 
The Son — 1:2 
The Heir — 1:2 
The Creator — 1:3 
The Reflection of God’s Light — 1:3 
The Very Expression of God — 1:3 
The Sustainer of all — 1:3 
The Purger of sins — 1:3 
Better than the angels — 1:4 
The Preeminent Being — 1:6 (see 6:7; 
1:15; Ps. 89:27; Jer.31:9) 
God — 1:8 
King — 1:8 
Lover of Righteousness — 1:9 
Hater of Iniquity — 1:9 
Eternal — 1:11; 7:3, 16 
Immutable (Unchangeable) — 1:12; 
13:8 

Giver of God’s Word — 2:3 
Taster of death for us — 2:9 
Author of salvation — 2:10; 5:9 
Our Sanctifier — 2:11; 13:12 
A brother — 2:11-12 
A singer — 2:12 
A father — 2:13 
A human — 2:14 
The Destroyer of death — 2:14 
The Deliverer from bondage — 2:15 
Merciful and Faithful High Priest — 
2:17 
The Payment for sin — 2:17 
A Sufferer — 2:18 
Temptable — 2:18 
An Apostle (Sent One) — 3:1 
The Builder of His House — 3:3 



JESUS CHRIST IS … 
 
Son of God — 4:14 
Sinless — 4:15 
One who knows how to pray — 5:7 
A Student — 5:8 
A Forerunner for us — 6:20 
King of righteousness — 7:1-2 
King of peace — 7:1-2 
Lord — 7:14 
Our guarantee — 7:22 
Our intercessor — 7:25 
Holy — 7:26 
Innocent — 7:26 
Undefiled — 7:26 
Separate from sinners — 7:26 
Higher than the heavens — 7:26 
 

Minister of the true tabernacle — 8:2 
Mediator of the new and better 
covenant — 8:6: 9:15; 12:24 
Obtainer of Eternal Redemption — 
9:12 
Victor over sin — 9:26 
Bearer of sins — 9:28 
A Returning Savior — 9:28 
Our Perfecter — 10:14 
The New and Living Way — 10:20 
Our Focus — 12:2 
Author and Finisher of our faith — 
12:2 
Our Model in overcoming sin — 12:3 
Our Model in bearing reproach — 
13:13 
The Great Shepherd — 13:20 



v 2:1 ... Listen, IT'S IMPORTANT ... We must pay the most 
careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard 

v 2:1 ... so that you do not drift [pararreó; - to flow by, to 
pass (miss), drifting as by a current] away. 

v 2:1 ... pay the most careful attention – (earnest heed - 
G4056 + G4337 - superabundantly + hold (the mind) + pay 
attention to apply oneself) 

v 2:2,3 ... punishment vs salvation 

v 2:3b, 4 ... A salvation emphasized and confirmed over and 
over by God 

v 2:5-8 ... this great salvation God has ordained for us 



Sermon Outline 

I – INTRODUCTION 

II – THE 7 BLESSINGS (S.A.V.I.O.U.R) 
1. S___________ - TO EAT OF DEATH, TO EXPERIENCE DEATH  

2. A___________ - BRINGING US TO GLORY  

3. V___________ - MADE HOLY (TO SANCTIFY) 

4. I____________ - BRETHEREN, CHILDREN OF GOD 

5. O___________ - BREAK THE POWER OF THE DEVIL  

6. U___________ - A HIGH PRIEST MAKING ATONEMENT FOR US 

7. R____________ - HELP US WHEN WE ARE TEMPTED 



SUBSTITUTED - TO EAT OF DEATH,  

TO EXPERIENCE DEATH 



But we do see Jesus, who was 

made lower than the angels for a 

little while, now crowned with 

glory and honor because he 

suffered death, so that by the 

grace of God he might taste 

death for everyone. 

Hebrews 2:9 



But we do see Jesus, who was 

made lower than the angels for a 

little while, now crowned with 

glory and honor because he 

suffered death, so that by the 

grace of God he might taste 

(γεύομαι geuomai - taste, eat, 

experience) death for everyone. 

Hebrews 2:9 









SUBSTITUTED - TO EAT OF DEATH,  

TO EXPERIENCE DEATH 

Biblical usage of this word 
1) the death of the body  

1a) that separation (whether natural or 
violent) of the soul and the body by which the 
life on earth is ended 
1b) the abode of the dead, was conceived as 
being very dark, it is equivalent to the region of 
thickest darkness  

2) the misery of the soul arising from sin, which 
begins on earth but lasts and increases after the 
death of the body in hell 
3) the miserable state of the wicked dead in hell 
 



SUBSTITUTED - TO EAT OF DEATH,  

TO EXPERIENCE DEATH 

Biblical usage of this word 
1) the death of the body  

1a) that separation (whether natural or 
violent) of the soul and the body by which the 
life on earth is ended 
1b) the abode of the dead, was conceived as 
being very dark, it is equivalent to the region of 
thickest darkness  

2) the misery of the soul arising from sin, which 
begins on earth but lasts and increases after the 
death of the body in hell 
3) the miserable state of the wicked dead in hell 
 

Mark 9:1 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That 
there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste 
of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with 
power. (there is a death we will taste) 

John 8:52 Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that 
thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and 
thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of 
death. (there is a death we won’t taste) 



SUBSTITUTED - TO EAT OF DEATH,  

TO EXPERIENCE DEATH 

Biblical usage of this word 
1) the death of the body  

1a) that separation (whether natural or 
violent) of the soul and the body by which the 
life on earth is ended 
1b) the abode of the dead, was conceived as 
being very dark, it is equivalent to the region of 
thickest darkness  

2) the misery of the soul arising from sin, which 
begins on earth but lasts and increases after the 
death of the body in hell 
3) the miserable state of the wicked dead in hell 
 



ASCENDED – BRINGING US TO GLORY 



In bringing many sons and 

daughters to glory, it was fitting 

that God, for whom and through 

whom everything exists, should 

make the pioneer of their 

salvation perfect through what 

he suffered. 

Hebrews 2:10 



"For God knows that when 
you eat from it your eyes 

will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good 

and evil." 

A question … combining the two texts (Hebrews and 
Genesis), can we be like God in glory? 



ASCENDED – BRINGING US TO GLORY 

1) opinion, estimate, whether good or bad concerning someone  
2) splendour, brightness  

a) of the moon, sun, stars  
b) magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity, grace  
c) majesty  

i) a thing belonging to God (the kingly majesty which belongs to 
him as supreme ruler) 
ii) a thing belonging to Christ (the kingly majesty of the Messiah) 
iii) of the angels  

3) a most glorious condition, most exalted state  
a) of that condition with God the Father in heaven to which Christ 
was raised after he had achieved his work on earth  
b) the glorious condition of blessedness into which is appointed and 
promised that true Christians shall enter after their Saviour's return 
from heaven 



ASCENDED – BRINGING US TO GLORY 
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him as supreme ruler) 
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VIRTOUS – MADE HOLY (TO SANCTIFY) 



Both the one who makes people 

holy and those who are made 

holy are of the same family. 

Hebrews 2:11a 



HOLY hotels … 
… places, objects, people, events 



VIRTOUS – MADE HOLY (TO SANCTIFY) 

to render hallow 
(made holy or 
separated);  to be 

purify (cleanse externally, 
free from the guilt of sin, 
to purify internally by 
renewing of the soul) 



IN_FAMILY – BRETHEREN (CHILDREN OF GOD) 



So Jesus is not ashamed to call 

them brothers and sisters. 

 

And again he says, “Here am I, 

and the children God has given 

me.” 

Hebrews 2:11b, 13 
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So Jesus is not ashamed to call 

them brothers and sisters. 

 

And again he says, “Here am I, 

and the children God has given 

me.” 

Hebrews 2:11b, 13 



So Jesus is not ashamed to call 

them brothers and sisters. 

 

And again he says, “Here am I, 

and the children God has given 

me.” 

Hebrews 2:11b, 13 
Prob 18:24b … there is a friend who sticks 
closer than a brother. 



So Jesus is not ashamed to call 

them brothers and sisters. 

 

And again he says, “Here am I, 

and the children God has given 

me.” 

Hebrews 2:11b, 13 







IN_FAMILY – BRETHEREN (CHILDREN OF GOD) 

Matt 12:48 But he answered and said unto him that told him, 
Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?  
 
Matt 28:10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my 
brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me. 

CLOSE TO GOD 



OVERTURN - BREAK THE POWER OF THE DEVIL 

& FREE US FROM SLAVERY BY FEAR OF DEATH 



Since the children have flesh 

and blood, he too shared in their 

humanity so that by his death he 

might break the power of him 

who holds the power of death—

that is, the devil— and free 

those who all their lives were 

held in slavery by their fear of 

death. 

Hebrews 2:14-15 



Since the children have flesh 

and blood, he too shared in their 

humanity so that by his death he 

might break (destroy, be render 

entirely idle/useless) the power 

of him who holds the power of 

death—that is, the devil— and 

free those who all their lives 

were held in slavery by their fear 

of death. 

Hebrews 2:14-15 







Pompeii.  The town was founded around the 7th–6th century BC by the Osci or Oscans, a 
people of central Italy, on what was an important crossroad between Cumae, Nola and 
Stabiae. It had already been used as a safe port by Greek and Phoenician sailors. 





Since the children have flesh 

and blood, he too shared in their 

humanity so that by his death he 

might break (destroy, be render 

entirely idle/useless) the power 

of him who holds the power of 

death—that is, the devil— and 

free those who all their lives 

were held in slavery by their fear 

of death. 



OVERTURN - BREAK THE POWER OF THE DEVIL 

& FREE US FROM SLAVERY BY FEAR OF DEATH 

FREEDOM 



UPHOLD – A HIGH PRIEST MAKING ATONEMENT 

FOR US 



For this reason he had to be 

made like them, fully human in 

every way, in order that he 

might become a merciful and 

faithful high priest in service to 

God, and that he might make 

atonement for the sins of the 

people. 

Hebrews 2:17 



What is the role of a high priest? 
Why do we need an intercessor? 

• The priests were responsible for 
making intercession to God for 
the people by offering the many 
sacrifices that the law required.  

• The High Priest was also the only 
one allowed to enter the Holy of 
Holies, once a year, on the Day of 
Atonement to place the blood of 
the sacrifice on the Ark of the 
Covenant. 



ATONEMENT 
Why assuring? 
when I mess up, I feel 
that God won’t hear me.  
Why?  Because of my 
sins.  Because God is holy.   
 
Isaiah 59:2 says, But your 
iniquities have separated 
you from your God; your 
sins have hidden his face 
from you, so that he will 
not hear. 
  



ATONEMENT 
  
Assuring because  
1. this verse in Hebrews 

says when I’ve sinned, 
it’s not our plea.  
Christ is interceding for 
us. 

2. This verse says God 
accepts Christ’s 
sacrifice, once for all 



IT’S NOT ABOUT ME 



Upholding 

Messed up 

Rescue 

Messing up 



RESCUE – HELP US WHEN WE ARE TEMPTED 



Because he himself suffered 

when he was tempted, he is able 

to help those who are being 

tempted. 

Hebrews 2:18 

Succor - assistance 
and support in 
times of hardship 
and distress; bring 
aid or relief 

Matt 15:25 Then came she 
and worshipped him, saying, 
Lord, help me. (faith of the 
Canaanite woman with a 
demon possessed daughter) 



Succor - assistance 
and support in 
times of hardship 
and distress; bring 
aid or relief 



Because he himself suffered when 

he was tempted, he is able to help 

those who are being tempted. 

RESCUE – HELP US WHEN WE ARE TEMPTED 



THE 7 BLESSINGS 

1. SUBSTITUTED DEATH – PEACE OF HEART 

2. ASCENDED TO GLORY - EXCITED 

3. VIRTOUS HOLY - AWED 

4. IN_FAMILY BRETHEREN – COMFORTED 

5. OVERTURN (THE ENEMY) - BOLD 

6. UPHELD ATONEMENT - RELIEF 

7. RESCUE TEMPTATION - ENCOURAGED 



Sermon Outline 

I – INTRODUCTION 

II – THE 7 BLESSINGS (S.A.V.I.O.U.R) 

III – CONCLUSION – HOW THEN SHALL WE LIVE 
1. OUR WONDERFUL EXISTANCE 

2. OUR GREAT COMMISSION 

3. OUR TEMPTATIONS / BATTLES 

4. OUR NEEDS 



1.Live in the light and blessings of so 
great a salvation 



1. Live in the light and blessings of so great a salvation 

2.Share the gospel (good news) with 
this 7 blessings in mind 



1. Live in the light and blessings of so great a salvation 
2. Share the gospel (good news) with this 7 blessings in mind 

3.Abide in God presently and 
continuously (against temptation 
and sin and doubt) 
 



1. Live in the light and blessings of so great a salvation 
2. Share the gospel (good news) with this 7 blessings in mind 
3. Abide in God presently and continuously (against temptation 

and sin and doubt) 

4.Trust him that if he has given us so 
great a salvation, he will also lead or 
help us in all other things Romans 8:32 


