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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

I. NATURAL TENDENCIES IN ALL OF US

II. JACOB'S INITIAL RESISTANCE &
RELUCTANCE
Gen 42:29 When

they came to their father Jacob in the land of
Canaan, they told him all that had happened to them. They
said, 30 “The man who is lord over the land spoke
harshly to us and treated us as though we were spying
on the land.
31 But we said to him, ‘We are honest
men; we are not spies.

II. JACOB'S INITIAL RESISTANCE &
RELUCTANCE
We were twelve brothers, sons of one father.
One is no more, and the youngest is now with our
father in Canaan.’
33 “Then the man who is lord over the land said to us,
‘This is how I will know whether you are
honest men: Leave one of your brothers
here with me, and take food for your
starving households and go.
Gen 42:32

II. JACOB'S INITIAL RESISTANCE &
RELUCTANCE
But bring your youngest brother to me so I will
know that you are not spies but honest men. Then I will
give your brother back to you, and you can trade in the
land.’ ”
Gen 42:34

II. JACOB'S INITIAL RESISTANCE &
RELUCTANCE
As they were emptying their sacks, there in each
man’s sack was his pouch of silver! When they and their
father saw the money pouches, they were frightened.
Gen 42:35

II. JACOB'S INITIAL RESISTANCE &
RELUCTANCE
Their father Jacob said to them, “You have
deprived me of my children. Joseph is no more and
Simeon is no more, and now you want to take
Benjamin. Everything is against me!”
Gen 42:36

II. JACOB'S INITIAL RESISTANCE &
RELUCTANCE
Gen 42:37 Then

Reuben said to his father, “You may put both
of my sons to death if I do not bring him back to you.
Entrust him to my care, and I will bring him back.”
38 But Jacob said, “My son will not go down there with
you; his brother is dead and he is the only one left.
If harm comes to him on the journey
you are taking, you will bring my gray
head down to the grave in sorrow.”

III. JACOB'S FINAL ACCEPTANCE
Gen 43:1 Now

the famine was still severe in the land.
2 So when they had eaten all the grain they had brought from
Egypt, their father said to them, “Go back and buy us a
little more food.”
3 But Judah said to him, “The man warned us solemnly,
‘You will not see my face again unless your brother is
with you.’

III. JACOB'S FINAL ACCEPTANCE
If you will send our brother along with us, we
will go down and buy food for you.
5 But if you will not send him, we will not go down,
because the man said to us, ‘You will not see my face
again unless your brother is with you.’ ”
Gen 43:4

“My son will not go down there
with you.”

III. JACOB'S FINAL ACCEPTANCE
Gen 43:6 Israel

asked, “Why did you bring this trouble on
me by telling the man you had another brother?”
7 They replied, “The man questioned us closely about
ourselves and our family. ‘Is your father still living?’
he asked us. ‘Do you have another brother?’ We
simply answered his questions. How were we to know
he would say, ‘Bring your brother
down here’?”

III. JACOB'S FINAL ACCEPTANCE
Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy
along with me and we will go at once, so that we and
you and our children may live and not die.
9 I myself will guarantee his safety; you can hold me
personally responsible for him. If I do not bring him
back to you and set him here before you, I will bear
the blame before you all my life.
10 As it is, if we had not delayed, we
could have gone and returned twice.”
Gen 43:8

III. JACOB'S FINAL ACCEPTANCE
Gen 43:11 Then

their father Israel said to them, “If it must be,
then do this: Put some of the best products of the land
in your bags and take them down to the man as a
gift—a little balm and a little honey, some spices and
myrrh, some pistachio nuts and almonds.
12 Take double the amount of silver with you, for you
must return the silver that was put
back into the mouths of your sacks.
Perhaps it was a mistake.

III. JACOB'S FINAL ACCEPTANCE
Gen 43:13 Take

your brother also and go back to the man
at once. 14 And may God Almighty grant you mercy
before the man so that he will let your other brother
and Benjamin comes back with you. As for me, if I am
bereaved, I am bereaved.”
15 So the men took the gifts and double the
amount of silver, and Benjamin also. They
hurried down to Egypt and presented
themselves to Joseph.

CONCLUSION:
Three techniques for helping ourselves learn to swim
against the tide of our natural tendencies.
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CG DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Is there a bad day in your life where everything seems to go wrong?
Share from your personal experience in a small group.
2. What are some reflexive responses develop when confronted with a "no
good, very bad days" of our lives?
3. What makes Jacob such a skeptical person when he heard the incredible
story from his sons?
4. In Jacob’s denial and delaying tactic, what was he hoping for? Why does
Jacob resort to blame and deceit when he runs out of option?
5. Comment on Jacob approach in dealing with his circumstances to ensure
the safety of Benjamin.
6. What kind of faith does Jacob exhibit when caught in a bad situation?
Scripture References:
Genesis 42:29-43:15

